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The Santa Fe Plaza, bounded by Palace Avenue and the Palace of the Governors on 
the north, San Francisco Street on the south, Washington Avenue on the east, 
and Lincoln Avenue on the west is the center of Santa Fe, and from it most of the 
major streets radiate. It is presently the size of a city block, and has been 
landscaped with flagstone, walks, and benches, as well as cottonwood trees. In 
Spanish times, the Plaza was twice as large, and was nothing more than an open 
expanse of packed dirt. Upon the arrival of Anglo-Americans, the Plaza was 
fenced in and planted with alfalfa, then reduced to its present size, and finally 
enclosed by buildings on the three sides confronting the Palace.

Today, shops and stores with modern stylized adobe fronts line these three sides 
of the Plaza, and on the Plaza itself there are a marker noting the end of the 
Santa Fe Trail, a soldiers' monument erected after the Civil War, and a marble 
slab marking General Kearney's proclamation of the annexation of New Mexico.

BOUNDARIES: Beginning at the southwestern intersection of Palace and Washington 
Avenue, proceed south along the west curb of Washington Avenue to the intersection 
of Washington Avenue and San Francisco Street, then west along the north curb of 
San Francisco Street to the intersection of San Francisco Street and Lincoln 
Avenue, then north along the east curb of Lincoln Avenue to the intersection of 
Lincoln and Place Avenues, proceed east along the south curb of Palace Avenue to 
the point of origin.

ADDENDUM:

Originally encompassing two city blocks, the plaza now includes but one. It is 
shaded by large cottonwood trees and crossed with concrete side walks. A large 
memorial to New Mexico's Civil War dead stands in the center and a marble monument 
marking the end of the Santa Fe Trail stands on the southeast corner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A feature of Santa Fe since its founding in 1609, the Santa Fe Plaza has always been 
the social and economic center of the city, and in its earlier days, the strategic 
defense center as well. To the traders and travelers on the Santa Fe Trail, the 
Plaza symbolized the goal of their long trek, for here they parked and unloaded 
their wagons and displayed their trade goods. The Plaza no longer appears as the 
large open market and trading center of old; but as a pleasant town square, it 
continues to be the center of Santa Fe.

HISTORY: In the winter of 1609-10, Don Pedro de Peralta, third governor of the 
Province of Nuevo Mejico, established the settlement of Santa Fe, with the construc 
tion of a palacio for a fortress, the laying out of a plaza, and the erection of a 
wall around the settlement. Although the wall did not survive, the palace did, and 
with the subsequent construction of houses for the Spanish officers and officials 
on the other three sides of the plaza, that large open square of packed earth 
provided a well-fortified center of defense against Indian attack. As well as 
providing a focus for the houses of the social elite, the plaza was the commercial 
center of Santa Fe, for here was the marketplace for Indian wares and garden 
produce.

In 1821, when Mexico gained independence from Spain, the plaza was named La Plaza 
de la Constitucion, and at this time, the trade route to Santa Fe from the United 
States was opened. With the commencement of trade on the Santa Fe Trail, the 
plaza provided the final goal for the caravans on their eight or ten week journeys. 
The wagons were parked and unloaded on the plaza and custom negotiations were 
carried out, and it was from the plaza that the weary traders spread out over the 
town in search of refreshment and entertainment.

In 1846, on the plaza, General Kearny proclaimed the annexation of New Mexico to 
the United States, and with the coming of the Americans, activity on the Santa Fe 
Trail began to lessen. The plaza was fenced in and planted with alfalfa, and 
reduced to half its size. The later structures of the "80s" which flanked the 
plaza were primarily specimens of transplanted eastern architecture, although 
in recent years, there has been a return to the earlier Pueblo, Spanish, and 
territorial styles.
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